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John’s Island Community Service League

FOR MOR E I N FOR M AT ION ON J ICS L - Call Executive Administrator, Patti Martin, at 234-8810, or send email to: patti.jicsl@gmail.com

FOR MOR E I N FOR M AT ION - Visit our website: johnsislandfoundation.org, or call Jennifer Jones, Executive Director, at 234-0992.

20 YEARS & COUNTING. This is an exciting year for us as we commemorate our 20th 
Anniversary. Since inception in 1999, the Foundation has been changing lives of 
local residents. We’ve awarded more than $11 million in capital grants to nonprofit 
agencies serving the economically disadvantaged in Indian River County, including 
funding for affordable housing for the homeless, specially-equipped vans to deliver 
meals to homebound seniors, and computers for after-school education programs.

LOOKING AHEAD. We are pleased to welcome Ned and Sherry Ann Dayton, Ron and 
Nancy Rosner, and Warren and Virginia Schwerin as our 20th Anniversary Committee Chairs. Together, with all our JI community, 
we strive to continue our mission of supporting basic human 
needs.

BEFORE (above) - John’s Island Garden Club 
Committee members consider what sprucing 
up should be done. AFTER (below) - With fresh 
landscaping, the garden is peaceful and gorgeous.

FOUNDATION BOARD 2019-2020: (Seated) Pat Brier, Vice President Grant 
Review; Emily Sherwood, President; Margie Wheeler, Secretary; and Lila 
Stillman. (Standing) Stevan Trooboff; David Harris; William Sayler (ret.); 
Donald Kittell, Treasurer; Andrew Nickle, Vice President Marketing & 
Development; and James Daly

Leadership Circle 20 for the 
20th - $20,000
Leadership Circle Platinum - 
$15,000 or more
Leadership Circle Gold - 
$10,000 or more
Leadership Circle Silver - 
$5,000 or more

Special recognition to donors:

WE DEPEND ON YOU. 
The Foundation 
raises all its funds 
through donations and 
does not depend on 
fundraising events. This 
ensures that nearly all 
contributions go directly 
to the organizations 
that we support. All 
donors will be invited 
to our annual reception 
in January. We hope to 
see you there!

This past spring, Beth Werwaiss, Chair of the Outreach Committee of the John’s Island Garden 
Club, called the Service League with a very interesting proposal: She and the members of 
the Garden Club wanted to sponsor a project on behalf of one of the agencies we support 
in Indian River County; she suggested that a homeless shelter might benefit from a garden 
renewal - and we readily agreed. We selected the Samaritan Center which provides transitional 
housing to homeless families and training to allow parents to become self-sufficient.

On a lovely March morning, Beth and two other Garden Club Committee members – Polly 
Adourian and Mary Susan Lyon – toured the Samaritan property.  They also brought with them 
a talented landscape business owner – Philip Ferris – who had shared his time and expertise 

for the project. 

The gardens were clearly in need of help. The group spent a few 
hours exploring the property and quickly sized up what needed to be 
done. Many visits later, they oversaw what can only be described as a 
exciting transformation.

The Garden Club members will visit the Samaritan Center on 
November 13 and walk the garden with Philip Ferris and tour 
the Center with Renee Bireley, the Samaritan Center Program 
Administrator.

Is there anyone who doesn’t like “before” and “after” photos? Well, 
these photos show how brilliantly creative that transformation of the 
property was accomplished.

John’s Island Garden Club - A Program of Renewal




