John’s Island Community Service League
John’s Island Garden Club - A Program of Renewal
This past spring, Beth Werwaiss, Chair of the Outreach Committee of the John’s Island Garden
Club, called the Service League with a very interesting proposal: She and the members of
the Garden Club wanted to sponsor a project on behalf of one of the agencies we support
in Indian River County; she suggested that a homeless shelter might benefit from a garden
renewal - and we readily agreed. We selected the Samaritan Center which provides transitional
housing to homeless families and training to allow parents to become self-sufficient.
BEFORE (above) - John’s Island Garden Club
Committee members consider what sprucing
up should be done. AFTER (below) - With fresh
landscaping, the garden is peaceful and gorgeous.

On a lovely March morning, Beth and two other Garden Club Committee members – Polly
Adourian and Mary Susan Lyon – toured the Samaritan property. They also brought with them
a talented landscape business owner – Philip Ferris – who had shared his time and expertise
for the project.
The gardens were clearly in need of help. The group spent a few
hours exploring the property and quickly sized up what needed to be
done. Many visits later, they oversaw what can only be described as a
exciting transformation.
The Garden Club members will visit the Samaritan Center on
November 13 and walk the garden with Philip Ferris and tour
the Center with Renee Bireley, the Samaritan Center Program
Administrator.
Is there anyone who doesn’t like “before” and “after” photos? Well,
these photos show how brilliantly creative that transformation of the
property was accomplished.

FO R MO R E I N FO R M AT IO N O N J IC S L - Call Executive Administrator, Patti Martin, at 234-8810, or send email to: patti.jicsl@gmail.com

Happy Holidays to all! ’Tis the season for giving, and the John’s Island Community is second
to none in generosity. We would like to thank our many donors who support our mission to
provide grants for capital needs for the nonprofit agencies that support the economically
disadvantaged in Indian River County. Your generosity has allowed us to provide over
$11 million in grants over the past 20 years. Please help us continue our good work
by supporting the Foundation. It’s easy! Return your pledge envelope or contact Emily
Sherwood at sherwood06@gmail.com.
It happened on night 20 years ago. It all started around Ellie McCabe’s dining room table in 1999 when concerned JI residents met to
discuss the income disparity between the wealthy communities, such as John’s Island, and the economically disadvantaged ones
in Indian River County. The result was the creation of the JI Foundation. It was noted by the founders that several organizations
were providing programming needs, but that the capital needs were not being met. By making grants to fund the capital needs of
the local nonprofit agencies, the Foundation found a unique niche that complements the philanthropy efforts of the community.
Thank you, Jennifer! Jennifer Jones, the executive director of the Foundation for the last 8 years, will be
taking a new position. She has been an invaluable member of our team, and we will miss her. Good luck,
Jennifer.
Spotlight on Redlands Christian Migrant Association. In 2000, its first year of awarding grants, the Foundation
presented RCMA with a grant to purchase a minivan. RCMA was established in 1965 to provide support
to low-income rural children by providing educational opportunities and support services to migrant
families. Over the years, the Foundation has awarded $357,032 in grants for capital needs to RCMA,
including funding for a playground, playground equipment, and security cameras.
“The staff, teachers and families are so grateful to the John’s Island Foundation for its generous support
over the years!” -- Redlands Christian Migrant Association
Annual Donors Reception, January 27, 2020. Mark your calendars for the Annual Donors Reception. All Foundation supporters are invited to
attend this special event to commemorate our 20th Anniversary. Don’t miss it!
FO R MO R E I N FO R M AT IO N - Visit our website: johnsislandfoundation.org, or call Jennifer Jones, Executive Director, at 234-0992.
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